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Bill was, however, based on religious rather than on economic
grounds, and was very pronounced.
In his speech of February 17 Koscialkowski discussed at some
length the progress made in the fight against the crisis. He said
that the first stage of the Government's programme had been
completed with the balancing of the Budget. Turning to participa-
tion by the Government in industry, commerce and finance, he
stated that this matter was being investigated in order to decide
what the State should properly do and what should be reserved
for private initiative and free from State competition. Regarding
agriculture he said that efforts would be made to find funds for
increasing the productivity of the farms. Branching out to the
Ukrainian problem, he stated that there was a return to normal
relations between the Poles and the Ukrainian Minority. Respect-
ing foreign policy he declared that the lines of Pilsudski's policy
were the abiding guides for the country. Towards the close of
February the Seym unanimously adopted the Budget, and later,
in March, it was passed by the Senate with the Revenue at 2,221
million zlotys and the Expenditure at 85,000 zlotys less than that
sum. At the end of the session of the Seym, Full Powers were
voted to the Government, through the President, until the opening
of the next extraordinary session or up to June i, 1936^0 issue
financial and economic decrees as might be necessary. The Parlia-
ment also passed into law Madame Prystor's Bill limiting the
ritual slaughter of cattle. The Bill, however, had been amended
by the Government to permit this slaughter in Jewish communities,
the rest of the Polish population being freed, after January i,
1937, from the necessity of eating meat prepared in the Jewish
way.
THE INTERNATIONAL CRISIS
The slight assuagement in January of the international crisis
passed away in February, the beginning of which was marked by
the hurried political journeyings of some of the prominent states-
men of Europe, intent on the maintenance of peace, still precarious,
and the preservation of the League of Nations. In France the
resignation of Laval, forced by the Radical Socialist element m